From Tree
Of Hope
To Symbol
Of Rancor

By BALLY McGRANE
AMSTERDAM — From the
window in the attic of her fam-
ﬂyhhm.gphuhamdm.
Anne Frank could see the crown
of an old chestnut tree growing in
aneighbor's garden. For two
mtmhﬂmﬁrm
with nature.
The tree is gone now, having
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The chestnut tree Anne Frank could see from an attic collapsed in August, despite being supported by a metal brace,

The structure, which cost
about $170,000 to build, was fin-
ished in April 2008. As both sides
agree, Mr. Van der Leij and his
subcontractors donated around
$120,000 of the cost. When pre-
sented with the bill, the founda-
tion could only cover about half of
the remaining $50,000, so Mr. Van
der Leij offered the rest as an in-
terest: loan, and the founda-
tion asked him to join the board.

Then, on Aug, 23, the T0-foot
tree fell

coverage, did not conclude that
Mr. Van der Lelj was at fanlt.) -

BEE.

By the end of the meeting, ac-
cording to Mr. Van der Leij and
the arborist on the board, the

. Heertje
warned him to drop the issue and
threatened to make use of his
contacts in the news media. Mr.
Heertje denies both claima.

In December, Mr. Van der

ties" and later quoted in the daily
newspaper de Volkskrant,

that Mr. Van der Ledj was “like
many who, in the of the
dummﬁmn!nﬂllnm

Sitting beneath a framed por-
trait of Nelson Mandela (a gift
from Mr. Mandela for building
houses for the poor in South Af-
rica) in his office in Amsterdam,
Mr. Van der Lelj shook his head.
“There are only losers in this
story,” said the contractor, whose
company specializes in renovat-
ing public housing units. “But 1
feal my integrity is at stake.”

“I don't care about the money,”
said Mr, Van der Leij, who said
that if he wins, he will donate the

proceeds to charity. “They signed

an agreement in 2007, they said,
"Yes, we have the money, we

“Now they are saying I'm a
bad guy and I am stealing Jewish

Mthnmd

marality.

Under Dutch law, Mr. Van der
Leij has the right to keep the tree
until he is paid, but he has offered

symbalic ways.
But Mr. Van der Lef said that if
he were to release the tree now,
its fate would be unclear. The
foundation admits it cannot af-
ford to pay for storage, transpor-
tation or cutting. They name Jew-
ish museums in Berlin, New York
and Amsterdam as potential re-
cipients, but officials for the New
York and Berlin museums said
neither would include the tree in
their collections. In the Dutch
news media, the foundation said
DHL would provide free ship-
ping. But DHL said there were no
concrete plans, and shipping
might be free or offered at a re-
duced cost.

So for now, the tree is on the
site of Mr. Van der Ledj's con-
struction company. He denies ac-
cusations that his storage is sub-
par, saying his approach has
been approved by & tree expert.

“It’s the Anne Frank tree,” Mr,
Van der Ledj sald. “This is our re-
mxpomﬂﬂﬂnr_ , to do a good job with




